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IOWA CITY, IA (AP) – A local Iowa family has learned how to use their new computer to design what they believe is a unique and professional-looking Christmas Newsletter, when in fact it looks exactly like 500,000 other documents produced across the United States this Christmas.  “It’s just remarkable what these fancy-shmancy computers can do these days!” remarked Jonathan Bock, a local ne’er-do-well and miscreant.  “All of our relatives and friends are gonna think that I paid hundreds of dollars to have professional publisher people like type up stories about us, when I just did it between reruns of Diff’rent Strokes!”  Bock then commenced to fall asleep on his computer monitor, mumbling something about Willis and drooling onto his brand new computer, pieces of cookie falling off of his shirt and onto his keyboard.  
“I totally knew it wasn’t like professional or nothing,” remarked family friend Sneezy Alliplotz.  “Jon and Cristin are too cheap to spend money on something actually professional.. I mean, c’mon!  They didn’t even send a picture with it!  Plus, any reputable publishing institute would put something nicer than a stupid cloud with snow on the top of a holiday mailing.  Bockline 2002 looks exactly like Snoopy Update, the newsletter my 6 year old nephew made for his homework project last week, except without the cool Snoopy cartoons.”  Alliplotz’s nephew was not able to be reached for comment.
Bock Family Procreates

The biggest news around the Bock household is the continuing development of our son-to-be, Charles 
Walter Bock (or Charlotte, if we get surprised).  At this writing Cristin is 29 weeks pregnant and feeling great.  Her pregnancy has gone off without a hitch, and we feel incredibly blessed that everything has gone so smoothly.  While Cristin has been streamlining her baby registry and picking out furnishings for the nursery, I’ve been busy transforming our basement into a new office, as Baby Charlie will be taking up my former office space.  With the help of friends (thanks again Timothy James Brown!) the new office has come together nicely, and we’re in the final stages of nursery design.  Charlie, in the meantime, kicks me in my sleep and is a world-class gestator.  He wakes up every night at around midnight, thus validating that he is in fact our child.
Local Vision Improved
Since moving to Iowa City, Cristin has been busy with her job at McDonald Optical, a family-run optical shop.  She has really enjoyed working there over the last 18 months, but will soon stop working as her due date approaches. She works as an optician, fitting glasses and helping customers pick out frames.  While she’ll definitely miss her friends there, I don’t think she’ll miss working.  She’s ready to be a mom!  She’s planning on starting some classes at the University of Iowa in the next year to finish that elusive college degree before we leave Iowa.  No hurry, though, as we’ll probably be here for another 6 years!  She continues to read more novels than a New York Times book reviewer, and is dabbling in the culinary arts.  She recently created a meatloaf that was both insouciant and peckish, with just a hint of insubordination.  She’s done an incredible job of decorating our home on a really limited budget, and has been “hired out” by many of our friends to assist with their own decorating travails.  She’s also started a new hobby – she has been learning how to make her own jewelry.  Inspired by my brother’s wife Tonya, she’s enjoyed learning how to make her own necklaces, bracelets, and earrings.  Aside from a few bead-related accidents, it’s been a pleasant new hobby for her.  The rest of her time is occupied with taking care of me, which is not an easy job.
Resident Physician Experiences Sleep
After a very difficult year of general surgery internship, I’ve joined the Department of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery (aka Ear, Nose, and Throat Specialty) here at the University of Iowa.  My eventual career plan is to become an academic physician, instructing residents and medical students as well as performing basic science research in cancer.  To that end, I’ve signed up for a research fellowship to learn lab techniques.  I’m working with an inspiring young physician-scientist, and really enjoying my work.  If I cure cancer, I’ll be sure to let all of you know.  A nice offshoot of a research fellowship is that I’ve had a “normal” schedule since July, and I’m loving it.  I no longer have a pager, I don’t have to take any overnight call, and I basically set my own hours.  Cristin also enjoys the fact that I’m home on a regular basis.  I’ll be doing this research stuff through summer 2004, when I’ll start 4 more years of clinical residency in Otolaryngology, finishing up in summer 2008.  Seems like forever, but I really like what I’m doing.  I’ve had time to pursue some of my avocations, including my music.  I’ve recently played at an open mic night down on the campus, which was incredibly fun, and I’m looking for people to play guitar with on a regular basis.  I also have a nice little rock-star set-up in my basement for practicing, and I’ve been able to spend much more time playing and singing.  I’ve also had the opportunity to work some moonlighting shifts at rural Iowa emergency rooms to make some extra cash, which has been really nice with the baby on the way.  By the way, for those of you that are keeping track, I’m currently in Grade 23.  Next year I hope to get my own locker in the hallway!
Lowlanders Find Rocky Mountain High
In August Cristin and I had the opportunity to take a truly excellent vacation to Colorado with 10 close friends.  My brother and our friend Kris designed a week-long retreat at a beautiful cabin in the woods.  We went with many of my brother’s college friends, all of whom have become my good friends over the years.  After a week of fishing, hiking, whitewater rafting, hot-air ballooning, and hot-tubbing, we spent an extra day at a nice bed and breakfast to celebrate our second wedding anniversary.  We had a chance to see some relatives while we were out there, as well as some forest fires.  The only down-side of the whole trip was the low water levels on the Colorado River due to the draughts out west, and the fact that we had to leave.  It was truly one of the best trips we’ve ever taken, either as a couple or individually.  I highly recommend renting a cabin in the mountains with 10 good friends sometime soon!  If you can’t, just call us and we’ll bore you to tears with great stories from our trip.
Bocks Extend Christmas Cheer to All in Broadly Sweeping Final Paragraph
As we’ve had the chance to travel around the Midwest and the country over the last year and visit our friends, we are routinely humbled and thankful for all of our wonderful friends all over the country.  You are all incredibly important to us, and we wish that we could be with you all during this holiday season.  I hope that this letter finds you happy and healthy, and that this Christmas brings you closer to your friends and family and to your Lord.  Please stay in touch, let us know how you’re doing, and if you’re ever in Iowa City, stop over for a night.  You’ll get an excellent view of my new office from the guest room in the basement of the Bock Estates, served with a heaping helping of BockspitalityTM!

God’s Blessings to you and yours in the New Year,

Jon & Cristin Bock

p.s.  Cristin would like me to point out that she had nothing to do with any of the content of this letter.  Any and all criticism should be directed toward me and will be resoundingly ignored.
Bockline 2002
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